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restraint of litigation, the teaching and practice of hygienic
rules, and reformation of all evil customs in the life of
the community. I am not speaking of Europe but of
Africa and Asia, where no organisations exist for these
purposes, and where a hundred reasons delay their
creation. In their absence co-operation must do the work,
and if co-operators neglect it, their economic objects will
not be attained. Societies with which I was familiar in
India not only excluded or expelled from membership,
as is elsewhere also the practice, those who were extra-
vagant or profligate, but also laid down in their by-laws
that (for instance) dancing-girls or musicians should not
be engaged at a wedding, lavish feasts should be for-
bidden, alcoholic drink and gambling should be aban-
doned and all disputes between members on any subject
whatever should be laid before the committee. A breach
of these rules led the committee to fine the offender, and
a simple semi-legal procedure was provided by Govern-
ment for the recovery of fines thus imposed. The severity
with which the rules were applied might vary from
village to village. I recollect a penalty of Rs. 25 (^2) laid
on an educated villager for issuing invitations to a wed-
ding on gilt-edged paper, and another of Rs. 100 (£7 los.)
on a headman for daring to summon dancing-girls. But
the special society is in reality a better instrument of
reform. Not all residents of the village join a credit
society, and so long as neighbours squander money on
jewellery and fireworks, it is hard for the co-operators
alone to abstain. A Co-operative Better Living Society
therefore embraces all persons, men and women, debtors
and creditors, who are willing to join; the members meet
in assembly to consider the quality of their common life
and the means of raising it to a higher level; a resolution
is passed, and he who thereafter acts in a contrary sense
will be fined by the committee. By far the most popular
step is the repression of extravagance. In many societies
is drawn up a maximum list of ornaments which a wife
or a daughter may claim, and punishment falls on him
who is over-generous. Husbands rejoice, wives are con-

